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FAMILY ARCHIVE OF GEORGE KOVAL, THE
HERO OF RUSSIA
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Abstract

The history of the Soviet atomic project is usually considered with an emphasis on the scientific,
technological, and political aspects of the creation of nuclear weapons and atomic power industry.
No less important, however, is the role of intelligence in the Soviet atomic project and the nature of
relationship between its administrative and scientific leaders, L.P. Beria and 1.V Kurchatov. The
main difficulty in the study of this problem is the scarcity of document base: a substantial part of the
archive materials remains classified and the majority of participants in the relevant events had not
left any detailed memoirs. All the more interesting in this context is the discovery of documents
related to the work of an outstanding “nuclear spy”, G.A. Koval, Hero of the Russian Federation.
These documents reflect the assessment of the spy’s activities on the highest level - by Beria, the
head of the Soviet atomic project - and not only shed light on the content of information obtained by
Koval but also indicate his important role in a complicated relationship between Beria and
Kurchatov at the critical moment of the project, on the eve of the first Soviet atomic bomb test in
1949. No less interesting in the history of discovery of these documents that is associated with the
final period of Koval’s life, the acknowledgement of his prominent role in the intelligence game by
both the Russian and the American colleagues. In his letter to Koval, A. Kramish, a veteran and
leading historian of the Manhattan Project, who had assembled the fuse mechanism for the first
“gadget” in Alamogordo, expresses his willingness to write a long history of Koval’s heroic
endeavor. The analysis of these documents is far from complete and this publication provides an
opportunity for independent researchers to otherwise interpret their content.
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HOBBIE JOKYMEHTDI 110 HCTOPHH
COBETCKOI'O ATOMHOI'O ITPOEKTA H3
CEMEHWHOTI'O APXHUBA 'EPOSI POCCHH XK. A.
KOBAIJIA

Jle0eneB IOpuit AnekcaHapoBuy

AHHOTAITHA

Hcropus coBETCKOro aTOMHOrO IPOEKTA, KAK MPABUJIO, PACCMATPUBAETCS C AKLEHTOM Ha HayUHbIE,
TEXHHUYECKHE M TOJIMTHYECKHE ACTIEKTHl CO3[aHMSI SIACPHOTO OPYXHsSl U aTOMHOH SHepreTukH. He
MeHee BaXHbIM, OJHAKO, SIBJISIETCS BOIPOC O POJIM Pa3BEJKH B COBETCKOM aTOMHOM IIPOEKTE U
XapaKTepe B3aUMOOTHOLIEHHUH €ro aAMHUHUCTPATUBHOIO U HayyHoro pykosonurened - JI.II. bepuun n
H.B. KypuaroBa. OCHOBHBIM 3aTpyJHEHHEM MPH H3YUYEHHH STOTO BOIpOCa SIBJSIETCS CKYAHOCTb
JOKYMEHTAJIbHOM 0asbl - 3HAYMTEJbHASsI YAacThb APXUBHBIX MATEPHAJIOB OCTAETCSI CEKPETHOH, a
OOJIBIIMHCTBO YYACTHUKOB COOBITMH HE OCTaBWJIM MOApOOHbIX BocrnoMmuHanud. Tem 0Oosee
HUHTEPECHBIM B 9TOM CBSI3U SIBJISIETCS OOHApYKEHHE IOKYMEHTOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C OESTEIbHOCTHIO
BBIJAIOIIETOCSI «aTOMHOro pasBequuka», l'epos PO JK.A. Kosamsg. OHM OTpaxamT OLEHKY
IESATEJbHOCTH pa3BeJUMKa HAa CaMOM BBICOKOM YPOBHE - CO CTOPOHBI PYKOBOIHTEJISI COBETCKOIO
aTOMHOro mnpoekTa bepum -M NposMBalOT cBET He TOJBKO Ha cojepkaHue aoobiTor Kosaiem
HUH(pOPMALIUH, HO U CBUIETEJIbCTBYIOT O €r0 BaXXHOH POJIM B CJIOKHBIX B3aUMOOTHOLIEHHSIX MEXIY
bepuent u KypuaToBblM B KPUTHUECKHH MOMEHT IIPOEKTA - HAKAHYHE HCIIBITAHUN NIEPBOM COBETCKOH
aToMHOM O0MOBI B 1949 r. He MeHee HHTepecHOM SBJSETCSI U HUCTOPUsT OOHApYXKEHHS 9THX
JOKYMEHTOB, KOTOpas CBsi3aHa C TIIOCJEJHHUM IEpHOIOM XKHM3HM KoBajisi M NIpHU3HaHUEM €ro
BBIJAIOLIEHCS POJIM B «HI'PE Pa3BEJOK» KAaK CO CTOPOHBI POCCUMCKHUX, TAK U AMEPUKAHCKHX KOJUIET.
OmuH U3 BETEpaHOB M BEOYNIMX HCTOPHUKOB MaHxsTTeHCKoro mnpoekta A. Kpamum, pykamu
KOTOPOTro ObLJI CMOHTHPOBAaH MEXAHH3M B3pbIBATEJIEH MEPBOro «ralkeTa» B AJlaMOroplo, B MUCbMeE
KoBayio caMm BelpakaeT keJlaHHE HAMUCaTh «UIMHHYI0 UCTOPHIO TBOEro nopasura». [IpoBeneHHbIH
aHaJIM3 JOKYMEHTOB JAJIEKO HE OKOHYaTeJIeH, M HacTosimas MyOJMKauusi NpedoCTaBIsieT
HE3aBUCHMBIM HCCJIEJOBATEJISIM BO3MOXKHOCTb HHOH HX COAEPKATEIbHON HHTEPIIPETALHH.
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